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FPROCLAMATION NO. 179/1999
THE ETHIOPIAN NATIONAL ARCHIVES
AND LIBRARY PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, the management of the National Archives
and Library in 2 coordinated manner, the collection of
archives, books, related texis, audio and video recording, the
organization of modernized documentation services under
one center and the promotion of information services have
become necessary;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article 55¢1)

of the Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia, it is hereby proclaimed as follows:

PART ONE
General

I Short Title )
This proclamation may be cited as the “Ethiopian
National Archives and Library Proclamation No, 17971999

2. Scope of App!icatjbn '

1} With regard to archives, this proclamation shall apply
to offices of erai Government, Public enler-
prises owned by the Federal Govemment, an City

Administrations ¢ is Ababas ite Dawa,
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2} With regard to prinied matiers, this proclamation
shall apply to the author, printer, publisher,
duplicator, distributor and agent of any print or gray

hiterature.
Befinition
Unless the context reguires otherwise in  this
Proclamation: )
1} “"Agency’” means the Ethiopian National Archives
and Library Agency; :

2} “Ministry™” or “"Minister’” means the Ministry and
Minister of Information and Culture respectively;

33 "Archives'” means regardiess of their physical fomﬂ
or content, non-éurrcm‘recarcis, either original or
copy, in the form of scripts, maps, graphs, audio and
video recordings, photographs and other records of
simnifar nature preduced by government offices and
private persons in the course of conducting their day
to day affairs and selected for permanent
preservation because of their information value; .;J

4y *‘Public Library”” means a library Whigh serves the
general public under the auspices of regional or city
administrations;

5} “‘Record”™ means gregardless of its physical form or?
conient, amy letier, note, unbound text, bound :
material, book, plan, map, sketch, figure, pictorial or
graphic representation, photograph, film, microfilm
microfiche, andio and video recording or elec-
tronically recorded information produced by a
provenant in the course of conduct of day to day.
affairs and which is in the process of transfer to of
not yet transferred to the National Archives and
Library inspite of its informative value at the time
when and at the place where it has been produced,

6) “‘Published Document’” means any book or partofa
bock, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, map, plan,
schedule, unbound print, table and other similar
document printed by any mechanical or electronic
means;

7y “‘Gray Literature’” means any document with infos-
mative value and having a published cover and 2
type or compuierwritten or stencil-duplicated con-

tent;

8) “‘Duplicated Document’’ means any text with
informative value constituting a type or computer
written or stencil-duplicated content;

9} “‘Manuscripl’”” means a written text prepared in a
traditional way and which possesses historical,
cuftural or artistic significance;

1)) **Audio Recording’’ means electronically recorded
and transmitted audio-information;

11y *“'Video Recording”™ means electronically recorded
and transmitied image of film informaltion;

12} **Audie and Video Recording”
tromically recorded and transmited sound and
image information;

means elec-
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IF ST AT BRTTE TaeA P P AR i3y “'Tradition™ means the culiure, custom, belief, history

A AL AP CFAALS POLAAR PATE Rl and other social values of a certain peopie or group of
@R khag, Wa = o R AT Al people in & locality which is orally handed down from
TR AT 1}:‘5.4.'} : {.E?l"?d, LTS i, generation to generation through somgs, hymns,
RS QAT a1 AT RO €908 T A proverbs and other related means;

ek 14} “Oral History’’ means historical information coliected
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through interview and recorded on casseties or trans-

cribed on decuments;

“"Provenant’” means any person possessing informative

records produced in the course of conduct of day to day

affairs; ‘

i6) ‘'‘Publisher’” means any publisher in the country.

I'7y “'Printer’” means any person who prints or dupiicates
written texis; audio recordings, video recording and
audio and video recordings by mechanical means;

18) “Printing Press’” means any entity in the country
carTying on printing activities;

1%) *“'Book’ means any published document which con-

o]
Bt

I “orkhm®” AT CaTIP IS AAR PAUYS
APIN RCY NarT W MILES A4S 1T far tains non-cwrent news and consisting of not less than
Prinla Pt Yae 1 forty nine pages:

e PRRTLI PR WA TP PHLS Rdwin T | 20} “Documentary Heritage” means ancient parchment
PIAP B Pen T o YSHEpT S8V WG texts, ancient prints, poblished end  unpublished
WY LAY RIAL9 QNLA P10 Bkt materials, gray literature and electronically recorded
Q8530 RARBTEINA C09° P48 $OR audio, video and audio-video information and other
Byt 2R PURAG PAR DYCRC UNA fule o documents of informative value which are worth-
el 48450 PCNTT FmAdldoe ATDAL preserving 50 as to be handed down from generation to
eI PANS T A PO e AN Y- generation;

B NS A bt T @eYT AT LhA AN ¢y | 21)  °CD” means compact or optical disk used in com-
AW (RIVEO1I AT b e AAE ST CENN puters or other electronic devices to store text, data,
s e meheAST A £9URY FrAPT audio recordings, video recordings and audio-video
PRAT? Y md @90 NTIPUL ATThTT T recordings as well as to disseminate or transmit infor-
IR DS oL EF A L4307 @AY ACTFAAG mation;

RAINDNF €5 Ja@- 22) “'Printed Matter”” means any published document, gray

g “arlesd? Anh 0P LG IAA literature, audio recording, video recording, audio-
Cebba b (0L ATGTLT) PR RPRT ¢ video recording and other recording on magnetic disk
FLAIANT : LA LYURT FUANT A5 U7 -1h (Compact disk);
a0 TR S0 O LA T artFY 2 23) “Person’’ means any naivural or juridical person.

Aadh:
B s AT eVITee ORLTE 3LF (Im9 PART TWO

gk a2l b Amar Y- = The National Archives

And Library Agenc
nEA Al yagency

QAN A4 (L om o -4 ook e S 0PF 4. Establishment

e oupdye
& ChOFPRE e DebeonepiiC Qobtaednaet
2w (i aa “LCeR" B Pelme)
CHY WD LAD- Qe oY a4 e (LIPS

1} The Nationl Archives and Library Agency (hereinaf-
ter referred to as “'the Ageney™) is hercby es-
tablished as an auwtonomous body having its own

BiLY RPE PURIA = (b ST L legal [.J‘ersonality. ‘Where ff)und necessary, Archives

SRMET RALAL IS B9 APT 2-aTo3 Tao- and' Library _may be establishied separately and have
fubdees B AL 2 their respective autonomous body. N -
B BOPHE RMAYE ACILITG BIPTA & 2) The Agency shall be accountable to the Minisiry.
£ PR L8 L 5. Head Office
YRADEE TE a2 LY 1T TRAN R PT ATRRNLA
LY ITO97 o400 PR ae g B0 SIRE R
A =

The Agency shall have its head office in Addis Ababaand
may have branch offices elsewhere as may be necessary.
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Organization

The Agency shall have:

) an Advisory Councii;
2) a Director Geperal; and
3) the necessary staff.

Objectives

‘The objectives of the Agency shall be to collect,
systematically organize, preserve, and make the infor-
mation resources of the country avaifable for study and
research purposes.

Powers and Duties of the Agency

The Agency shail have the following powers and duties
to achieve its objectives:

. 1) ensure the proper handling and safety of records ina

provenant untii their transfer to the Agency;

2) Operate as a national repository center of printed
fatter, gray literature, non-printed documents,
manuscripls, historical archives - and records,
iradition and oral history, audio recordings, video
recordings, audio-video recordings and other
documentary heritage; endeavor, by making use of
state-of-the-art technology, to preserve them for
study and research purposes;

3) make efforts to bring to the country the original or
copy of literary documents which were taken out of
the country;

4y acquire and preserve records of defunct government
offices or institutions as well as archives without
owner, '

5) estzblish a record center which shall serve as a
temporary _storage of records transfered  from
provenants, and in which records of signihcance are
appraised to be transierred to the Agency, and Which
decides_upon records not worthy of permanent
preservation;

6) in cooperation with archives, libraries, documen-
tation centres and other information entities, .es-
tablish organize, create a_database of a national
information system which enables an integrated,
proper and efficient utilization of Tre-infermation
resources of the country, T

7) initiate the issuance of regulations and directives
regarding the National Archives, the National
Library and the Record Centre as well as the
handling and safety of records in provenants; and
also inspect the implementation of same; '

8) nationalize archives which have national importance
and which areimpossession Of iidividuals upon
payment of compensation wicnCyer Licy e exX-
posed to man made or natural disasters;

9) ensure that criginal archives and documentary
Heritage of the country are not taken abroad on a
permanent basis; inspect copies and permit for their
being taken out of the country; :

10) prepare, publish and distribute the Ethiopian
National Bibliography and Periodicals Index
Publications;
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18)

i%)

pit)
2D

serve as & national registry centre of ISBN and
"ISSAN of the Couniry;

represent the country with regard (o matters
provided for under Sub-Asticles (10) and (11} of
this Article; '
register copy right with regard to works of
literature, history and science recorded on film,
magnetic tape, magnetic disk, related literary
works, audio recordings, audic-video recordings as
well as CD recordings which are prepared and
printed in the country or prnied in the country
although prepared abroad; represent the couniry ag
a nationsl center with regard 1o such maiters on the
international level;

by concluding agreements with religious ins-
titutions and private persons, collect priceless and
rare ancient manuscripts possessed by them; take 2
microfilm or a micro ficke copy of the manuscripis
when this is not possible and make them available
for study and research purposes;

serve as a repository centre for publication of
international and national organizations as well as
research institutions;

ensure that the contents of archives which are (o
remain confidentizi, by government decision, are
not disclosed. .
work in collaboration with state archives and
tibraries as well as public libraries established or to
be established in regional adminisirations;
function as a traiming centre to achicve iis objec-
tives;

work closely with national and international or-
ganizations in order to develop and promote profes-
sions pertaining to archives and library affairs;
charge fees as required for services it renders;

own property, conclude agreements, sue and be
sued in its own name.

Members of the Advisory Council

1)

The Council shali consist of the following members:

(a) Recpresentative of the Ministry . Chairman
{b) Representative of the Minisiry of
Finance
{¢) Representative of the Ministry of
Education
(d) Representative of the Ministry of Justice
(¢) Representative of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs ..
{f) Representative of the Science
and Technology Commission ...
(gy Representative of Universities ...
() Chairman of the Ethiopian Authors
Association .
{i) Chairman of the Fine Arls Associations
(i Representative of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church "
Representative of the Supreme Council
of Islamic Affairs
(I3 Represeniative of the Ethiopian
Mapping Autherity ...
{m} Representative of the Security,
Immigration and Refugee Affairs
Authority
{n) Director-General of the
Apency e Member & Secretary.

Member

(k)
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2y without prejudice to what is provided under Sub-

Articie {1} other bodies may alsc be represented in
the council if necessary.

10.  Powers and Duties of the Advisory Council

frnCt A% COLRAT AT T The Advisory council shall have the following powers
ESGH and duties:
& RCEE RAmaEd HGS A4V Y accoart i} give advice to the Agency for the proper discharge

g.

RPEAA RC 2O0TA ¢
Nhd-B CLPCET KA® 25 PoLES BAE TA

Y

of its functions;
establish EI ational Record Disposal Committee.

1'5. PemoFnr A% A0 11.  Meetings of the Advisory Council

B NS@ C4 40T PRI AT AEST B POMAL i) The Council shall issue its own rules of procedure.

;é. WAGAE 97T QAL LTT FoAR MI% BTE-AT 2} There shall be a quorum when more than half of the

FooERG@ B4% QRNTO- 2FE LO0SA members of the council are present at its meetings.

SFETE AT GARR PFRLA  RILIFY k) Dez_:lsmns of the Council shail be' made by 2
ANAAD BV SR BTLP § hmajority vc?tc, in case of a.tie, the Chairman shali

" . ‘ ave a casting vote. :

g feornod 1A% AAT GRAATT PULERT 4y Members of the Council shall have a five years term
GAFNE Gont 4F BUTH @ of office.

B BALCER P AL 12. Director General of the Agency

g PTE@ BLRPC ATLLATG AT LLYT lee 2 1) The Director General shall be appmmed by the

. . gfena s Govermnment upon recomme.ndauon of the Minis-

ter. - :

g PEO ALRTC PRCEE P54 AMARTL 2}  The Director Generai shall, as a chief executive,
ey WLLRTS (LAME hnFAL oooL g direct and administer the Agency ia accordance
@ CRCEET 178 ROPEd  PRTAL G0 7 with directives of the Minister.

£ MUATPEIONRIPE (B) Reahta- TR 3} Without prejudice to Sub-Article (2) of this Article,
mild ¥ Poo- B.LhbC s the Director General shall:

6) LY APE AR T ARCEE OO {2) implement the powers and duties of the

FARYYS DT . AR POAL Agency laid down under Asticle 8 of this

f)  daLedd AHA OCHA 17 Pl €2C Prociamation;

EtrF wetTF BE P PAPRELN (b) employ and administer the personnel of the

&} QAT §E VO ANIEE ATLINA S Agency pursuant to the federal civil service
PLCAN 1 laws;

) RSCTEE  (APRE-  (FFE fe {c} prepare and submit to the Minister the annual
L E e d T h'::?f"'f"i budget and work Programme of the Agency:
LLETIA {d) make payments pursuant to the approved

) CONEART Trd WIET PILEAR Ga0 g budgt‘:t and work Programme of the Agefxcy:
L7 ACTRNA 4 CTCAA 1 (e} itjbrmt ?nx:!:mia?e_rionnanca report of the

. ) gency to the Mimster;
¢ Bradd e1TT o (TR TYFRIET () represent the Agency in all iis dealings with
Pl RCEET RONAR & third parties.
B PO RLNTC ALCEE U4 PATERS (1TLENL 4) The Director General may partially delegate his

A gomT AT

4T (b ARCE+

authority to officials of the Agency to the extent

=t SALPT AERNAS ALOTAAR 2744 s
VST ROAT PR 99w s Al 0-RAS hAAA
$CE AFLAAT LI 1P o RATa ACLINT6 PN

necessary for the efficient performance of the
functions of the Agency; however, if the delegation
is for more than 30 days, it shall be submitted and

aof s RGN approved by the Minister.
hEA vt PART THREE
Pl LS F (LFamioi 1T AfTALE Administration of
The National archives

IF  Cobhilf heoban, 8,00

STFTEOIT LLNCE hoo T, oL )
L@ ¢8LF PLPCRS POTRE RTATAT
s STLTA
(199400 eoelad | 35 G000 07RO N T35 9°T2 7%
PPl LPCATT @ ROER P4DCR TI5hA
PHD Ly 2

13. Obligations of the Provenant

Any Provenani shall:

1} have a properly organized record service section;

2) transfer all those records fedching the age of 25 years
and which are non current to the record center of the
Agency at the end of every year;

He o)
M X

i
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3} notify the Agency, as regards stolen or Jost archives
or archives whach are deieted oy mpersd with in
any mber wdty w:th ofe mmiﬁ?ﬂgm zhs dale

know;*; OF With respect to ; zmhwe:& s which are deieteci
ot_tampered with, as of the date when such is
asceriained:. o
4} noufy the Agency when records at its disposal are
W@W"d?
befoze: such transfer is effected;
5} Mﬁamm a_committee of experis or officers o
h:gher rank which shall compile a list of records
- that shouid be disposed of: )
6) implement directives issued for the purposé of
modernizing record management;

7} transfer records at its disposal upon liquidé.téon.

Disposal of Records

I} .Any provenant shail not dispose of records at i!sl\g

, isposal,

2} In no case shall records created prior o 1936 be
disposed of. 7

3} Without prejudice 1o Sub-Article {2) of this Artic!e,
the disposal of ali records shall be carried out by the
Agency.

Ohfigations of the Agency

The Agency shall:

1} organize and make recordd(it receives available for
stidy and research purposes in not more mzﬁ?ﬁ*
years;

2) femporarily handover archives to provenanis upon
Lh*é'rauest of the later.

Rights and Obligations of Users

Without Prejudice to Article 18 of this Proclamation any
person shall have the right to use archives for study and
research purposes. The specifics regarding the right to
use archives shall be provided in the directive to be
issued by the Agency.

17,  Restrictions on the use of Archives

1) Notwithstanding the provision of Article 16, ap-
plications for the use of archives shall be rejected
where:

(a) pursuant to an agreement concluded between
the Agency and a provenant prior to the
transfer of the archive in question, or pursuant
to government decision the period of time
within which the archives should remain
confidential has not yet lapsed;

{b) the Agency strongly believes that disclosing
the content of the archive endangers the
security of the country and its people;

(c) pursuant to an agreement concluded between
private persens who own archives and the
Agency, such private archives are not acces-
sible to the public.

2) The Agency shall reason out the rejection of the
application 1n writing within one week as of the
date of application.
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18,

20.

21,

22,

Transfer of Archives

1y Buying., selling donating or devalving a8
inheritance, as well as any other way of transferring
state archives is forbidden.

9) Private archives may be transferred (0 the Agency
through sale, donation of SUCCEesion.

3) Any privaie person of institution that transfers
archives in its possession through inheniance
donation or sale shall notify such transfer to the
Agency.

PARTFOUR
Administration OF The MNational Library
Library

Obligation fo deposit printed Matter

I} Any printer or publisher of any printed matter shall
deposit coples of such printed matter in the Agency.

2) " Any duplicator or distributor of any printed matier
prepared abroad -and printed in the couniry shall
discharge the obligation provided for under Sub
Article {1} of this Article.

3} Any publisher or author of printed materials
prepared wholly or partially in Ethiopia 2nd printed
abroad shall deposit three copies of such materials,
in the Agency.

Time and Condition for the Deposit of Printed Matiers

The printer, publisher, author, duplicator or distributor

of any printed matter shall deposit such printed matier n

the national Library within thirty days as of the day it

was printed through a registered post of through 2

special messenger.

Transter of Documentary Herftage

1} Any private person oF institution that transfers
documentary heritage in its possession through
inheritance, donaticn or sale shall notify such
iransfer to the Agency.

23  Taking documentaty heritage out of the country, i
a way that is contrary 10 the provisions of this
Proclamation is forbidden.

PART FIVE
Miscefaneous

Power to issue Directives and Regulations

13 ?Ministcr may issue directives necessqr_y forthe
implementation of this Proclamation. '

2) HWWS may issue Regulations fo

“the implementation of this Proclamation.

o

Obligation to Cooperale

Any povermental or non governmental organizalion or
individual shall have the obligation © coopcraic in the
implementation of this Proclamation.

Ngr



EPAL -
& APE STC YIFFER AT CAT NRA TR oEe
BT GIHETE BIY APE +T4FA = .
& FHUTATE 2IIU0F §90227% 0oTsFmegn 3y
AR LY RTE AL TLATLYT ABS LD

vy

G@ITAT =32 77 50D F& PMT foLPREM

HAEY GhPPL T @9 fime

& THYT APE ATPR IF(E) fMA RIZFS Adh

KR Ao @*920h he~sd3S nah § T AC

BTLRLN PUTUA oo f S £FRA =

Vil ATE AP IR(E) e NIEFY hhe

Afh AFNhF st 099800 RS RS hE

ROl § A A0 8TRRCH PTG evdrs A dm

.JM@ n

£ s 49y obd oo 0 emR el

FERTEYT 00T hotn FOOT AIAFPT has

i RAC 37 0TLACA X ArddT RE R

Ry § W 4l 09IACHR P evdr A dm

Boas =

CHYTF RPE AYPE TE(E) M0 RIECY hAe

A 0 Gen QOTRCH AT AS BT L AAR

# WA GULACH 0TI oods™ f pm BFAN =

L VST ATE RTPA I M RTAPY RAh E AL
A HTLRCH YT avdgs BdmA n

g PHYT ATE RTPR KEE) PMANTECY RN 1
I CRRALN T P BPMA n

b

:ﬁ.u.

]

X% APE eersgnd L
BY APE NOL T 47 TIVIE 397 TFC £35 BUGA =

AN G A3 B T 19905 97

bV T R WL
PRAIORE L2l AT B PNENEPT 2THAR
TLER

T s!.bﬁmi‘ 3..&".«5-@. ‘3’.3&'! .791"] ‘@‘M:ﬁi‘ ﬁk gg @"} ?§§§§ “5’ ?" chcmi Negant Gm e No 63 29‘“ Jum, i???—w—?agc i !38

26.

Proclamation Me. 501976 and Legat Notice
No. 40/1976 are hereby repaaled.
All provisions of any law contrary io this
Proclamation shall not apply with regard to matters
provided for in this proclamation,
Penalty
Unless the Penal Code provides for 2 more severs
penalty, any persen whe:
Iy contraveres Asticie 13(2) of this Proclzmation
shall be punishable with imprisonment not ex-
ceeding one year and with 2 fine not exceeding
2004 Bier;
contravencs Article 1401} of this Proclemation
shali be punishable with imprisonment of one o
five years and with a fine from 2000 to 20,000 Bim;
illegally takes out of the counwry archives books or
documentary heritage shail be punishable with
rigorets imprisonment of three to ten years and
with a fine from 5,600 to 20,000 Bir;
contravenes Asticle 18(1) of this Proclamation
shall be punishable with imprisonment of onc to

¥y

3)

4)

three years and with a fine from 10,000 1o 20,000

Birr,
5)
punishable with a fine upta 2000 Bim;
contravenes Agicle 22(1) of this Prociamation
shal} be punishable with  fine upto 2000 Bir.

6)

Effective Date

This Proclamation shall enter into force as of the 29*
day of June, 1999,
Done at Addis Ababa, this 29 day of June, 1999,

NEGASO GIDADA (DR.)
PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL
DEMOCRATYIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA

“FLTLE vl BT
MATRNT P [P7600) Z PR 2o BERE[I0P1E
AR BB A0 naw- “ren 2(8) “8 A3
VELAD R TCNET ae 504

Corrigendum No. 2/1999
The 2%’ in ‘“*Article 8(2)"’ under Article
2(2) of the Investment { Amendment)
Proclamation No. 168/1999 shall read ““27%"".

contravenes Article 19 of this Proclametion siizll be .



COUNCIL OF MINISTRS REGULATIONS
NGO /2002

THE ETHIOPIAN NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND LIBRARY
REGULATIONS

: These Regulations are 1ssued by the Council of Ministers pursuant to Article 5 of
the Definition of Powers and Duties of the Executive Organs of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Proclamation No. 4/1995 and Article 22(2) of

the Ethiopian National Archives and Library Proclamation No. 179/1999,

PART ONE

General

1. Shert Title
These Council of Ministers Regulations may be cited as "The Ethiopian

National Archives and Library Regulations No._ /2002."

2. Definitions
In these Regulations unless the context otherwise require:-
{1} "Record Center” means a temporary storage of records transierred
from provenant, and from which records of value are appraised to
be transferred to the National Archives and the unworthy ones are

disposed off.




)

)

(4)

(5)

(7)

(8

)

"Dissolution of a Provenant” means an Offce or Agency which
was established for a definite purpose but whose existence is
terminated due to the repeal of its enabling Proclamation or where
@ permanent discontinuance of practical operation of any
branclysection/ due to the termination of ap organizaticnal
structure.

"National Archives" means an Agency, which shall collect,
systematically organize and make available archives for research
purposes and preserve them for future generations.

"Confidential Archives” means archives, which shall not be made
public within the period prescribed by The Ethiopian National
Archives and Library Proclamation No.179/99 due to the
confidential nature of their content.

"Archival” means a poiicy, which shall direct Archive {enters,
established in each level of the Céuﬁltry, with regard to collection,
transfer, selection, disposal, protection and rendering service.
"National Library" means an Agency that collects printed and non-
printed materials thought purchase, gift, exchange, legal deposit
and organize them for study, research and reference purposes.
"Book Publishing Policy” means a policy, which shall enable
publishable books within the country to be up to the standard.
"Libraries” means Agencies or Sections, which collect and
organize books and other sources of information and render service
conveniently to its beneficiaries.

"Inter Library Loan" means a system that enables two or more
libraries to exchange books and other sources of mformation for a
definite period and utilize them in accordance with the agreement

among themselves.




(10) "National Bibliography" means a reference book that crsntaiz}s the
list of books published within Ethiopia or in foreign countries on
matiers pertaining to the couniry.

(11) "National Periodicals Index" Means a reference book that contains
the list of periodicals published within Ethiopia or in foreign
couniries on matters pertaining to the couniry or in the languages
of the country.

(12) "Training Center" means an educational institution that prepares
short and long term programmers in library profession, archives
and record management and certify its trainees with a recognizable
credential.

(13) "Copy Right" means a title of ownership on literary and artistic
works including its economic and moral rights to be that of the
author where endowed on him or where entrusted or transferred to
any other physical person or legal entity it shall be endowed on the
said persons or entity on whom the title of ownership is conferred.

(14} "Intemational Standard Books Serial Number" means an
international identification number given to books or edition of
books.

(15) "International Standard Periodicals Serial Number" means an
international identification number given to periodical serials.

(16} "Periodicals" means a publication that is published at regular
intervals and consquentively in one title,

(17) "Union Catalogue” means an information list, which would enable
to identify the collection contents of two or more libraries.

(18) "National Information System" / NIS / means a system which
enables various information centers to cellect_ and organize
information with the help of modem electronic instruments and / or

manuals and make it readily accessible to users.




(19} "National Information Net-work" / NIS / means a system which

enables various information centers to collect and organize
information with the help of modern electronic instruments and / or

manuals and make it readily accessible 1o users.

PART TWQO

The National Archives

3. Betting-up Standard and Control

1Yy
L4

@

€)

(4)

The National Archives and Library Agency, with a view to create
improved and standardize documentation operation among provenant
offices, shall set-up a standard on record management, preservation
and determine the quality and standard of materials used in making
records.

The Agency shall make periodic on site supervisions on the
anagement and safeguard of record keeping of provenant offices.
Provenant offices shall be duty bound to allow the supervisions of
their record management and proper safeguards.

The Agency shall define the polices to be followed on the retention,
fransfer, se¢lection, safeguard, rendering service, and control the

application thereof,

4. Establishment of Record Center

6y

A temporary repository of records collected from provenant offices,
herein after referred as the "Center" is established under the National

Archives and Librarv Agcney.
¥ Agency




ey

(3)

The Center shall supervise the systematic organization of records,
their protection form various adverse circumstances and preserve the
confidentiality of records. |

The Center prior to the disposal of records, preserve documents by

micro-filming, as may be necessary.

The Transfer of Record from Offices whose Operation is

Terminated and Archives with no Proprietor

Transfer of records shall take place: -

&y

)

Where the dissolution of a government office is carried out., The
organs which oversce the dissolution shall hand the records fo the
Agency.

Where records are seized, being illegally smuggled out of the country,
it shall be appropriated to the Agency.

Where records or archives become without a proprietor, due to war,
natural disaster or for any other similar reasons, 1t shall be transferred

to the Agency.

The Transfer of the Endangered Private Archives

(D)

&)

Endangered private archives, that deserve the protection of the
Agency, shall be transferred to the Agency.

The amount of compensation for the transferred private archives shall
be determined by taking into account the prominence of the individual
provenant, the content and age of the archives and the special
character of the documents. Details shall be provided by the directives

of the Minister.




7. Designation of Standard for Archives

The Agency shail determine the standard of any Archives, gstablished at

any level within the country, and award a certificate therewith.

Q. Determination of Records Retention Schedule

(1

)

The Agency shall determine the durational limit of records, by taking
into account the rights of the parties in the record, the right to
information of other parties, the interest of society and the state.

Details of retention schedule chart shall be provided by the directives

of the Minister.

PART THREE
The National Library

¢, Determination of the Standard for Libraries and Publishable

Books

(1

2

()

The Agency shall determine the standard of Libraries at any level,
after due investigation of the project presented, and award a certificate
therewith.

The critreas and the types of standard shall be provided by the
directives of the Mimister.

The Agency, in collaboration with the appropriate organs, device the

book publishing policy and control its implementation.

10. Acguisition of Priated and Non-Printed Information

(1) The Agency shall acquire documents necessary for educational

research, reference, and materials that should be retained as heritage




&

through purchase, exchange, and in accordance with the right vested
on it by law,

The acquisition of materials, the operational mechanisms and the
appointment of Selection and  Purchase Committees shall be

determined by the directives of the Minister.

L. Repository of Documents for International apd National

Organizations

(1)

(2)

()

‘The Agency shall select from the documents issued by international
Crganizations, national organizations, prominent research institutes
and retain them in its collection.

By entering into mutual agreement with various international
oiganizations, it shall serve, as depository of documents,

Where there are exira-copies of documents collected in accordance
with sub-article (1) and (2) of this Article, it may exchange it with

other parties.

12. Managing Legal Deposit Printed Materials

(1)

2)

3)

Publications acquired in accordance with Article 19 of the Ethiopian
Nattonal Archives and Library Proclamation No.179/1999, shall he
preserved in the National Library or its branches,

Where a decision is made to transfer these printed materials to other
libraries the conditions of preservation shall be determined by mutual
agreement.

Copies acquired in accordance with sub-article (1) of this Article, shall
not be utilized for routine services. Where there is a state of necessity

copies of such reserves shall be made available for routine services.




13. Issuer of National Bibliography and National Periodical Index

y
(L

@

The National Library shall prepare a national bibliography and
national periodical index for any type of books and periodicals
published within the country and distribute it for free for research

mstitutions and researchers.

Details shall be provided by the directives of the Minister.

14, Device an Information Net-work

(D

(2)

The National Library shall device a national information exchange
system/net-work, that would enable proper and equitable utilization of
sources of information and their services.

The Natioral Library shall provide inter library loan to other libraries.

Service fees shall be determined by the directives of the Minister.

15. Registration of Copy-Right

()

)

The National Library shall establish an office which registers literary
and artististic title and make a registry of proprietors.
The amount of registration fee shall be determined by the directives of

Ministry

16. Acquisition and Alloeation of International Standard Books and

Periodicals Serial Number

(1) The National Library by entering into mutual agreement with the

concerned foreign Agencies shall acquire international standard
number of books and serials and the title right to them by paying the

appropriate charges.




i,

17.

18.

19.

(2) The Agency by charging the appropriate fees, in accordance with the
directives of the Minister, shall provide number series for those
publishers and printers who apply for standard number prior to

publication.

PART FOUR

Miscellaneous Provisions

Re-acquisition of Works of Literary Heritage in Foreign

Countries

(1} The National Archives and Library, in collaboration with other
organs, shall peruse the re-acquisition of works of literary heritage
from other countries to Ethiopia.

(2) The appropriate government Agencies shall support the effort.

Registration of Private Archives and Documentary Heritages
(1) The National Archives and Library shall make a registry of private
archives and documentary heritage of national significance.

(2) The proprietors are duty bound to register them.

Priority to Purchase Private Archives amd Documentary
Heritage

Where private archives and documentary heritages are offered for sale,
the National Archives and Library, shall have a priority acquisition right

over any other person.




20. Transportation of Archives and Documentary heritages cut-side
of Ethiopia

(1) Transporting original archives and documentary heritage cutside of
Ethiopia is prohibited.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article (1} of this Article,
where a request of participation is made, the Minister, in
consideration of its contribution o the national interest, may allow
the transportation of original archives and documentary heritage
outside of Ethiopia. The duration shall be determined by mutual
agreement and the undertaker shall provide a guarantee.

(3} Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-article (1) of this Article,
where it is found necessary to boost collection through documentary
exchange or to make available copies of the archives and
decumentary heritage or where a request 1s made by Archives or
libraries of other countries, the Ministry may permit the exchange
after investigating the content of the request 1s not harmful to the
security and interest of the counter.

(4) Proprictors of archives or documentary heritages may be allowed to
take copies with them or sen‘d thezﬁ, only upon due mvestigation of
Its content by the National Archives and Library and the issuance of

a permit.

21. Establishment of Training Center
(1) The National Archives and Library shall establish a Center that gives
professional  fraining on  archives administration, records

management and library science.

10




(2) The Center shail provide standardized short-term, mediam and long-

erm frainings.

22. Power to Issue Directives

The Minister shall issue detailed Directives for the proper implementation

of these Regulations.

23. Effective Date
These Regulations shall enter inte force on the date of their publication in

the Federal Negarit Gazeta.

Done at Addis Ababa this day of , 2002
MELES ZENAWI

PRIME MINISTRY OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC PUBLIC OF
ETHICPIA

11




